
 

 
 
 
 
To the attention of:  
Mr Janusz Wojciechowski 
Commissioner for Agriculture 
European Commission  

 
Brussels, 14 April 2020 

 
Regarding: Proposal for creating an exceptional COVID-19 related measure to utilize remaining 
funds through the Rural Development Programs 
 
Dear Commissioner Wojciechowski, 
 
At this time of unprecedented crisis, caused by the Coronavirus outbreak, we warmly welcome 
your efforts to provide working solutions for the Member States and the smooth functioning of 
the agri-food sector. A number of proposals have already been put in place as an emergency 
response to COVID-19: “green lanes” for smooth cross-border crossing of agri-food products, 
ensuring the free movement of goods and critical workers in agriculture, CAP simplification and 
increased flexibility, among others. 
 
Our food producers are of vital importance for securing steady food supply and for maintaining 
the economic vitality of the rural areas. We need to engage all possible tools to help farmers, 
processors and agri-food workers cope with the crisis.  
 
As you rightly mention in your letter of April 8th Member States should “make the fullest possible 
use of all flexibility and opportunities available under the rural development framework of the 
CAP”. Typical farm investment measures have proved their positive effect but they cannot be 
considered a rapid response to the crisis, as they are more time-consuming for both farmer and 
public administration. The legislative framework needs to change in order to allow for measures, 
which are fit for purpose. Offered flexibility is not enough to meet the nature of the challenge in 
a targeted and prompt manner. What is more, risk management tools or financial instruments 
are not available tools for all Member States.  
 
In this regard, we would like to outline one additional tool that has not yet been explored – the 
possibility to create a targeted exceptional COVID-19 measure in the RDPs. A number of Member 
States dispose of non-committed rural development funds in the current programming period. 
These funds could be targeted at the most-affected farmers and processors through a tailored 
exceptional COVID-19 measure. Such measure could quickly cover expenditures incurred in 
relation to the pandemic prevention, storage, processing and preservation of perishable goods 
and markets loss as well as compensation for logistics needed for market access.  
 



 

 
 
 
During times of crisis, we should be more flexible and explore all possible solutions, even if that 
requires change in the basic regulation. In order to make the exceptional COVID-19 measure 
operational, our concrete proposal is to introduce a specific amendment in the Rural 
Development Regulation – a new Article “Recovering the potential for agricultural production and 
processing, affected as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including preventive actions”, which 
introduces the exceptional COVID-19 measure to cover actions and compensate for costs related 
to stabilizing the sector, mainly but not exhaustively, through:  

 Storing produce and loss related to income forgone, price drops and decreasing and 
interrupting activities; 

 Costs for logistics targeting alternative ways of placing and processing otherwise non 
utilized produce; 

 Prevention in order to protect workers and maintain the functioning of the production 
cycle throughout the year (disinfection and protective equipment, digital tools for online 
operations). 

 
Dear Commissioner, we have to make sure that each available euro is mobilized for the support 
of small and medium farmers in their fight against the impact of the pandemic and for the 
preservation of life in rural areas. 
 
We fully support your commitment to a swift approval of programme amendments, proposed in 
response to the crisis in order “to make use of all measures available as quickly and as efficiently 
as possible.” In this regard, we count on your careful consideration of the possibility to introduce 
an exceptional COVID-19 measure as a rapid response to the needs of our farmers. 
 
Looking forward to your response and future cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

MEP Asim Ademov MEP Krzysztof Jurgiel 
MEP Atidzhe Alieva-Veli MEP Jarosław Kalinowski  
MEP Attila Ara-Kovàcs MEP Zbigniew Kuźmiuk 
MEP Dominique Bilde MEP Dan-Ștefan Motreanu 
MEP Ioan-Rareş Bogdan MEP Andrey Novakov 
MEP Franc Bogovic MEP Carles Puigdemont 
MEP Daniel Buda MEP Emil Radev 
MEP Tudor Ciuhodaru MEP Anne Sander 
MEP Gianna Gancia MEP Michaela Šojdrová 
MEP Maria Grapini MEP Hermann Tertsch 
MEP Ivo Hristov MEP Viktor Uspaskich 
MEP Adam Jarubas MEP Alexander Yordanov 

 


